CITY OF MIDDLETOWN POLICE
DEPARTMENT
2 James street Middletown, NY 10940
(845) 343-3151 FAX (845) 343-2660

Intra Agency

Memo
To: Chief Bethencourt
From: Lt Ewanciw
Date: April 6, 2015
Re: Suicide Attempt by Defendant Victor Sanchez. 15-7776
I am in receipt of a Supervisor's Investigation from Lt. Thoelen, pertaining to prisoner suicide attempt while
in holding cell number one.
On Tuesday March 24th, 2015, at approximately 5:21pm, Victor Sanchez, who was intoxicated, was arrested
by Officer Petrone for Disorderly Conduct. Upon arrival at the police station Sanchez was provided a Tyvek suit,
to wear, as he defecated in his clothing. After being booked on said charge, Sanchez was placed in holding cell
number one to await arraignment (5:40pm). At approximately 8:15pm, Lt. Thoelen conducted a prisoner check,
at which time Sanchez began to yell, claiming that he was going to kill himself, and revealed that he had tied a
shirt around his neck. Lt. Thoelen with the assistance of other officers removed Sanchez from the cell, without
incident, and secured him to the booking room bench. Sanchez was then transported to Orange Regional Medical
Center for a mental health evaluation.
During the booking process Officer Petrone completed a suicide prevention screening, which did not indicate
that Sanchez was suicidal. Furth more regular prisoner inspections were completed, as indicated on the prisoner
inspection report.
Lt. Thoelen made the appropriate notifications concerning Sanchez, to the New York State Commission of
Corrections.
As part of my investigation, I reviewed the video footage of this incident (internal DVR camera# 1), which
shows that Sanchez tied his shirt around his neck at approximately 8:16pm. Sanchez then zippered up the Tyvek
suit and laid on the bunk. Within moments Lt. Thoelen arrived to conduct a prisoner check at which time
Sanchez stands up and engages Lt. Thoelen in conversation, revealing the shirt tied around his neck. Lt. Thoelen
remained with Sanchez, and Sanchez removed the shirt from his neck. At approximately 8:20pm, Sanchez is
removed from the cell without incident. This video does not show Sanchez, making any efforts to actually hang or
strangle himself. A copy of this video included with this report.
In review of this incident, I concur with Lt. Thoelen's assessment, which indicates that this incident was
preventable per se, and which identifies two areas of concern, pertaining to department policy violations. The
first being that Sanchez was allowed to wear clothing under the Tyvek suit, contrary to the guidelines set forth in
OGO-037-14, Treatment of Prisoners, which requires that individuals in a holding cell are only allowed to wear
one layer of clothing. If this article of clothing was removed as required by policy, this incident may not have
occurred. The second area of concern is that Officer Petrone neglected to indicate that Sanchez was under the
influence of alcohol, at the time he was placed in the holding cell. This may have no bearing on this situatio

nonetheless it is an area of concern, especially since Officer Petrone indicates in his incident report that Sanchez
appeared intoxicated. Both of these issues have been addressed with Officer Petrone, by Lt. Thoelen, and I do not
believe any further action is needed.
Additionally, I also concur with Lt. Thoelen' s recommendation to remove the hoods from the Tyvek suits,
prior to said suits being supplied to prisoners, as this would make the prisoner's head and neck area more visible.
I am going to make a request to have this added to our departmental policy.
In conclusion and based on my review of this incident, I do not believe Sanchez had any real intention of
harming himself, and other than the identified issued, I do not find any other violations of departmental policy,
therefore I am classifying this investigation as "Closed".
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03/25/2015
Lieutenant John Ewanciw
Lieutenant Jeffry Thoelen
Prisoner Suicide Attempt in Cell #1: Victor J. Sanchez
Event #15-7776, Case #15-1 415 , Arrest #15-716

Lieutenant Ewanciw:
On 3/24/2015, I was on-duty as the shift supervisor for the 4:00 PM to 12:00 AM shift. At approximately 8:15
PM, a male defendant, Victor J. Sanchez, exhibited behavior consistent with a suicide attempt inside of
Middletown Police Department male Cell #1. Upon observing the defendant's actions, he was immediately
removed from the cell and constant supervision was instituted on the rear booking bench. Transport was then
arranged to Orange Regional Medical Center for a mental health evaluation. Pursuant to my duties as the
Shift Supervisor, I initiated an investigation into the incident. The results of my investigation are contained in
the following memorandum.

Reported Facts of the Incident:
On 3/24/2015, at approximately 5:02 PM, Middletown Police Dispatch received a telephone call from a
female who had observed a suspicious subject in the area of Prospect Avenue and East Main Street. Officers
Somarelli and Petrone responded to the area, but were unable to locate any individuals matching the provided
description. At approximately 5 :21 PM, Officer Somarelli was patrolling the area near 106 Prospect Avenue,
when he located a subject matching the description from the earlier incident. This subject was now located in
the alley between numbers 106 and 108 Prospect Avenue . Officer Somarelli contacted dispatch and called out
with a field interview. Officers Reed and Petrone responded to the area to assist.
The subject, later identified as Victor J. Sanchez, was observed to be acting belligerent, yelling and cursing
loudly. It appeared as though the subject was possibly intoxicated, as he made reference to drinking several
beers throughout the day. When officers attempted to interview him, the subject was very uncooperative and
continued to yell loudly. The officers report that the subject yelled, "Fuck you, fucking arrest me! I don't give
a fuck, I fucking shit in my pants." The officers made multiple attempts to have the subject quiet down, but he
refused. The officers then advised the subject that he was under arrest. The subject was then taken into
custody without incident.
When placing the subject into the rear of Patrol Car #9, Officer Petrone noted that the subject had defecated in
his pants and had also sustained a minor laceration to his hand, which was bleeding. This laceration appeared
to have been sustained prior to police contact, and did not require medical attention. The subject did advise,
however, that he was infected with the Hepatitis C virus. As a result of the subject's illness, arrangements
would later be made to disinfect all police equipment with which he had physical contact. A small amount of
blood fell onto the rear seat in Patrol Car #9, and as a result, the vehicle was removed from service and a
referral made for cleaning.
The subject was transported to the police department without incident. Upon arriving, he was immediately

escorted to male Cell # 1 in order to allow him to remove his soiled clothing and change into a Tyvek suit.
Officer Petrone then searched the defendant, performed a suicide screening, and completed a prisoner
inspection sheet, which was submitted to the Front Desk. Officer Petrone then returned to the booking room
to begin the arrest processing for the subject.
Regular physical inspections of the cell block were then initiated. The subject appeared to be acting normally,
aside from experiencing some additional issues with his stomach. Officer Petrone performed the first physical
check at 6: 15PM. He would perform another check at 6:45 PM, at which time the subject advised Officer
Petrone that he did not feel well and needed a nebulizer breathing treatment. Mobile Life was therefore
requested and the subject was removed from the cell. Upon being examined by Mobile Life, the defendant
advised that he no longer felt ill and that he did not wish to go to the hospital. He then signed paperwork
indicating that he was refusing medical attention and requested to be returned to a holding cell. He was then
returned to male Cell# 1. Due to his level of intoxication, no bail was set.
Additional cell inspections at 7: 15 PM and 7:50 PM revealed no problems with the subject. At approximately
8: 15 PM, I performed another cell inspection and found the subject lying down, apparently sleeping on the
bench in his cell. I noted that the subject's head was covered with the hood from his Tyvek suit, but he
appeared to be breathing and acting normally. Another male prisoner, who was located in Cell #2, asked me a
question that I began to answer. As I began to speak, the subject in Cell #1 then jumped to his feet and began
yelling and screaming that he was in significant pain. I asked the subject what was bothering him and he did
not respond, only stating that he needed his medication from his residence. I asked the subject why he did not
bring up his pain when he was assessed by Mobile Life, and this seemed to enrage him further. He began
yelling and screaming even louder than before, and slammed down into a sitting position onto the cell bench.
He then unzipped his Tyvek suit and removed his hood to reveal that he had a shirt tied around his neck. He
then stated, "I' m going to kill myself! "
Immediately upon recognizing what was occurring, I contacted dispatch via my portable radio to request the
assistance of officers who were inside the building. I did not want to leave the cell block to allow the subject
to possibly tie his shirt to the bars or take further additional action that might harm him. I continued to engage
the subject in conversation, and Officers Gass, Petrone, and Doremus arrived to assist. The subject voluntarily
removed the shirt from around his neck and exited the cell without resistance. He was then placed on the
booking room bench, and constant supervision was instituted.
Once out of the cell, the subject expressed several times that he needed to talk to someone about his problems.
Given the fact that the subject had been charged with a violation, the decision was made to transport the
subject to the Behavioral Health Unit of Orange Regional Medical Center, and provide him with an
appearance ticket for a future court date. The subject was transported without incident by Officers Petrone and
Ragni, and custody was transferred to the staff in the Behavioral Health Unit. A New York State Commission
of Correction Reportable Incident Form was completed and faxed to the Commission. No further police
action was taken.
Components of the Investigation:
A.

Copy of Original Case and Arrest Reports for
Victor J. Sanchez

A.

A.

A.

Copies of New York State Commission of
Correction Reportable Incident Forms
Copy of Suicide Prevention Screening Form

A.

A.

Copy of Prisoner Inspection Sheet and
Appearance Ticket
Copy of Digital Evidence Request Form
for Video Footage of the Incident
Copy of Officer Supplements and Memos

Analysis and Assessment:

In reviewing this incident, it is important to note that I do not believe that Victor Sanchez had any real
intention of taking his own life. The subject's behavior and the position of his shirt around his neck were
inconsistent with an individual who was suicidal. Nevertheless, it is still important to provide a thorough
analysis of the circumstances that led to his actions and determine if the incident was preventable or if any
policy violations occurred.
In analyzing the arrest of Victor Sanchez, it is clear that probable cause existed to support a charge of
disorderly conduct. Sanchez was undoubtedly intoxicated, and he was yelling and screaming obscenities in an
alley way. This was after he had defecated all over himself. His actions had resulted in a call to the police
department by a concerned female on East Main Street, and he was unquestionably recklessly creating a risk
of public inconvenience, annoyance, and alarm. The officers arrested Sanchez without incident, with no force
necessary. The only injuries sustained by Sanchez were prior to police contact.
Once back at the police department, Sanchez did exhibit some unusual behavior and showed signs that he was
experiencing stress as a result of issues with his family. This is a fairly normal occurrence, and while it may
be unfortunate, it is not something that is outside the realm of what would be expected by an individual
experiencing these circumstances. There were no outward, obvious signs that would have led Officer Petrone
or anyone else to believe that the subject was suicidal.
In accordance with department policy, (OGO-038-14 Suicide Prevention Screening) Officer Petrone
completed a suicide screening with Sanchez. Officer Petrone recorded only one "YES" response, indicating
that the subject had a history of drug and alcohol abuse. In reviewing the suicide screening, it appears as
though Officer Petrone erred in not scoring a "YES" response for question 16a, which asks if the subject being
questioned is apparently under the influence of alcohol and drugs. I believe that this is a simple oversight, one
that would have no bearing on the actions of the subject. It is nevertheless important to take care in
completing the suicide screening so that a proper determination can be made in assessing a subject's risk of
suicide. Officer Petrone's error was pointed out to him and no further action appears necessary.
One of the more perplexing aspects of this incident is the fact that the subject was offered an opportunity to be
transported to the hospital via ambulance for what he described as breathing difficulties and he declined.
Mobile Life responded and examined him at his request, but they found no significant medical conditions and
gave him the option of whether or not he wished to be transported. For reasons unknown, the subject decided
that he did not want to go to the hospital and instead requested to be placed back into a holding cell. While it
could possibly be argued that this request to be returned to the cell was unusual enough that it should have
raised some suspicion as to the suspect's intent to take his own life, I do not believe that to be reasonable given
the circumstances. The subject was specifically advised that if he was willing to go to the hospital to be
evaluated, he could be released on his own recognizance for his disorderly conduct charge. If he was
unwilling to go to the hospital, he was advised that department policy would mandate that he remain inside of
a holding cell until such time as he was no longer intoxicated. His reasons for staying in the cell are a
mystery.
While I do not believe that this incident was preventable per se, I did observe a policy violation that I believe
could have contributed to Sanchez's ability to try and take his own life. When Officer Petrone prepared
Sanchez to be placed into a cell, he provided him with a Tyvek suit because he had defecated on himself.
Most of Sanchez's soiled clothing was removed, however, he was allowed to keep his shirt. This was the item
that Sanchez ultimately used to tie around his neck. Department policy (OGO 037-14 Treatment of
Prisoners) requires that individuals in a cell are only allowed to have one layer of clothing on, in addition to

•

their underwear. Once Sanchez was provided with a Tyvek suit, this would have qualified as his external
layer. All of his other clothing should have been removed, to include any shirts. Obviously, if Sanchez was
not allowed to keep his shirt, he would have been unable to tie it around his neck. Not having a shirt, Sanchez
could have tried to tie his Tyvek suit around his neck, but that would have been a much more obvious motion
that could have possible been observed via the camera system. The fact that the subject was wearing the
Tyvek suit equipped with a hood assisted him in being able to hide his movements and discreetly tie the shirt
around his neck. This was a simple oversight by Officer Petrone, but it could have been significant had the
subject been more intent on trying to take his life. Officer Petrone has been verbally counseled regarding his
mistake and I believe he will be more careful in the preparing prisoners to be placed in a cell. He appears to
have a clear understanding of the implications of his oversight.
In trying to prevent future incidents, I believe that it may be beneficial to prevent prisoners from being
provided with Tyvek suit that has an attached hood. Allowing prisoners to have a hood hides their face and
prevents the inspecting officer/supervisor from having a clear view of the neck area. When a Tyvek suit
becomes necessary, the hood can either be cut off, or a different type of Tyvek suits can be ordered that does,
not have an attached hood. Individuals are arrested on a regular basis wearing clothing that has an attached
hood and this can never be prevented. However, if the police department is going to provide clothing to be
utilized by prisoners, it is in the best interests of the agency to provide clothing that ensures prisoner safety.
In completing the assessment of this incident, there were no additional policy violations observed and no other
recommendations. If you have any questions or concerns on any of the information contained in this report,
please do not hesitate to contact me.
Respectfull~ .•
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ADDITIONAL NARRATIVE

voice. This caused him to continue yelling obscenities .
Sanchez's actions were recklessly causing a risk of public inconvenience,
annoyance, and alarm by making unreasonable noise. He was subsequently taken
into custody for Disorderly Conduct (PL 240.20-3). Sanchez was transported to
police headquarters for processing.
Sanchez was booked and processed at police headquarters without incident . He
was placed into a holding cell where he would await arraignment. No further
action by patrol.
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Officer Rank/Name: LT JEFFRY R THOELEN
Department:Middletown Police Dept
DD Number :

Case Number . : CM-01415-15
Blotter / CC#: CM-007776-15

*************************SUPPLEMENT*****************************
***Suicidal Prisoner--Turned Over to BHU***
On 3/24/2015, at approximately 8 : 15 PM, I conducted a regular inspection of the
prisoners inside of the police lock-up. Upon entering the cell block, both prisoners
appeared to be lying down and calm.
The prisoner in cell #2 asked a question
regarding his clothing, at which time the prisoner in cell #1, Victor J. Sanchez,
sprung to his feet and began yelling and screaming loudly.
I asked Sanchez what was
bothering him and he stated that he needed his medication because he was in a great
deal of pain.
He then stated that he was going to kill himself and revealed that he
had tied his shirt tightly around his neck.
(Sanchez was wearing a Tyvek suit with a
hood as a result of previously defecating in his pants.)
Seeing that Sanchez was able
to yell loudly and that he did not appear to be in any distress, I tried to calm him
down and tell him that I would provide him with whatever medical care he might need.
I also contacted dispatch via radio to request additional officers so that I would not
have to leave the cell block to retrieve the keys.
I maintained conversation with Sanchez until Officers Gass, Doremus and Petrone
entered the cell block to assist. At this point, Sanchez untied his shirt from around
his neck and calmed down.
He was then removed from his cell, placed into handcuffs by
Officer Petrone, and moved to the booking room bench.
Once on the booking bench, Sanchez appeared to become upset again, acting
irrationally, yelling and screaming that he needed help.
I advised Sanchez that he
would be transported to the hospital for an evaluation.
I also asked him why he
refused medical attention when it was offered by Mobile Life at 7:15 PM . Sanchez
stated that earlier he did not realize that he needed to go to the hospital and now
wanted a mental health evaluation.
Given the low level of Sanchez's charge, he was given an appearance ticket and
transported to Orange Regional Medical Center's Behavioral Health Unit for a mental
health evaluation.
He was turned over to hospital staff without incident by Officers
Petrone and Ragni.
Back at 370, a New York State Commission of Correction Reportable
Incident form was completed and faxed to the appropriate location to document the
suicide attempt.
No further police action was taken.
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Officer Rank/Na me: PO CHARLES R PETRONE
Case Number.: CM-01415-15
Blotter/CC#: CM-007776-15

Department : Middletown Police Dept
DD Number :
SUPPLEMENT TO CASE# 14 1 5-15 / BLOTTER # 7779-15:

At approximately 2030hrs, Victor Sanchez was observed attempting to tie his shirt
around his neck while in holding cell 1 . Sanchez was making statements that he wanted
to harm himself.
Sanchez was immediately removed from the cell and handcuffed . Sanchez was then
transported by myself (R /O Petrone) and Officer Ragni in car 10 to ORMC BHU . His
property was taken with him . Sanchez was turned over to staff of the BHU for further
psychologica l evaluation. He was issued an appearance ticket returnable to City Court
on 04 / 01 / 20 1 5 at 0900hrs.
No further action by patrol .
Signature
D.O.:
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D.D. No . . .... . :

VIOLATION

Case Report No: CM-01415-15

Blotter/CC No . =CM-007776-15

Police Serial No:

Return Date . .. =04/01/2015

Appearance Ticket:
Arrest Number .... : CM-00716-15

Court Docket No .: - - - - - -

Defendant in Custody from: 17: 30 March 24,

2015

to

2 JAMES STREET
MIDDLETOWN, NEW YORK 10940
THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
against
VICTOR J SANCHEZ

(58)

D.O.B.:
( 1)

-

STATE OF NEW YORK SS
COUNTY OF ORANGE

PO CHARLES R PETRONE, Shield 1338, being duly sworn , deposes and says that
he is a member of the Middletown Police Dept , County of ORANGE, State of
New York and that on the 24 day of March , 2015, at about 5:30 PM at 106
PROSPECT AVE. MIDDLETOWN in the County of ORANGE, State of New York.
VICTOR J SANCHEZ

OFFENSE
DISORDERLY CONDUCT
CLASS X
VIOLATION

Prepared By
PO C PETRONE

§ PL 240.20 Subdivision 2 - Disorderly conduct. A person is guilty of
disorderly conduct when, with intent to cause public inconvenience,
annoyance or alarm, or recklessly creating a risk thereof he makes
unreasonable noise.

TO WIT: On the aforementioned time, date and location, the defendant did
recklessly cause public inconvenience , annoyance, and alarm by repeatedly
yelling "Fuck you, fucking arrest me, I don't give a fuck! I fucking shit
in my pants!" The defendant's statements were heard by your deponent on
Prospect Ave., and could also be heard at the Hudson Valley Barber Shop at
108 Prospect Ave. The actions by the defendant are in direct violation of
the aforementioned section of law, that being a Violation .

This complaint is based on personal know ledge , the source being, MY OWN
OBSERVATION

Subscribed and sworn to before me
this 24 day of March, 2015
CHARLES R PETRONE
POLICE OFFICER
CHARLES R PETRONE
POLICE OFFICER

CITY OF MIDDLETOWN POLICE DEPARTMENT
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330ADM (CC) (10/11)

State of New York

COMMISSION OF CORRECTION
Office of Mental Health

SUICIDE PREVENTION SCREENING GUIDELINES

I

MOST SER~~:HrAR~E(S)

u\i'-

r"N

I

NAMEOF~~f)

Does detainee have
prior ADM 330

on nte.

YES

O if yes, review

Check appropriate column for each question

Column

Column

A

B

YES

NO

OBS ERVATIONS OF ARRESTING/TRANSPORTING OFFICER
1. Arresting or transporting officer believes or has received information that detainee
may be a suicide risk.
If YES, notify supervisor.
No Family
Friends

PERSONAL DATA
2. Detainee lacks support of family or friends in the community.

I

J;

J;

3.

Detainee has experienced a significant loss within the last six months
(e.g., loss of job, loss of relationship, death of close family member).

4.

Detainee is very worried about major problems other than legal situation
(e.g., serious financial or family problems, a medical condition or fear of losing job}.

5. Detainee's family member or significant other (spouse, parent, close friend , lover)
has attempted or committed suicide.

I

J

6.

Detainee has history of drug or alcohol abuse. (Note drug and when last used.)

7.

Detainee has history of counseling or mental health evaluation/treatment.
(Note current psychotropic medications and name of most recent treatment agency.)

8.

Detainee expresses EXTREME embarrassment, shame , or feelings of humiliation
as result of charge/incarceration (ie. Are you worried arrest/incarceration will cause
embarrassment for self or fami ly?) If YES, notify supervisor.

9.

Detainee is thinking about killing self.
If YES, notify supervisor.

Ji
J
I

J

I

,/;
J11
\I I

10a. Detainee has previous suicide attempt. (Explore method and check for scars.)

- ✓

b. Attempt occurred within last year. If YES, notify supervisor.
11.

General Comments/Observations
All "YES" Responses Require
Note to Document

✓;

Detainee is expressi ng feelings of hopelessness (nothing to look forward to).
If YES, notify supervisor.

JI

12. This is detainee's first incarceration in lockup/jail.

Ji/1

BEHAVIOR/APPEARANCE
13. Detainee shows signs of depression (e.g .. crying , emotional flatness).

14.

Detainee appears overly anxious, panicked, afraid or angry.

15.

Detainee is displaying unusual behaviors or is acting and/or talking in a strange
manner. (e.g. , cannot focus attention; hearing or seeing things which are not there).

.,/ I

16a. Detainee is apparently under the influence of alcohol or drugs.

r

I/

-;

b. Detainee self reports or is showing signs of withdrawal from alcohol or drugs.

/

J

c. Detainee is incoherent, disoriented, or showing signs of mental illness.
If YES to b or c, notify supervisor.

TOTAL Column A _ __,_[;_ _

Officer's Comments/ Impressions
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YES _ _ _ _

NO _

Supervisor Notified:

YES _ _ _ _

NO _ __ _

Detainee Referred to Medical / Mental Health:
YES _ _ __

_ _

EMERGENCY

NON-EMERGENCY

medical

medical

If YES:

NO

mental health

·,~/ ~ ~
Signature and Badge Number of Screening Officer: ~~j""
~ ?/-,;,_- - -Signature and Badge Number of Supervisor: (If requ:ed)
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~LOW: (Medica l/MH Referral or Facility Transfer)
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APPEARANCE TICKET
C.P.L. 150.10

POLICE DEPARTMENT
MIDDLETOWN NEW YORK

YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED TO APPEAR PERSONALLY IN THE

City Court, City of Middletown
2 James Street
~row , New York 10940
ON

PRE-ARRAIGNMENT BAIL
PRE-ARRAIGNM

IXED IN THE FOLLOWING AMOU NT

---------'--++--'-,-..--...._---,__,,_ __,,_ __,,
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20 _ _ _ AT
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U

COMMITTED IN THE CITY OF MIDDLETOWN, NEW YORK
- - - - - - 4 - - " ' - " ' - ' - - - - - - - RECEIPT WHEREOF
IS HEREBY ACKNOWLEDGED AND THE PERSON ARRESTED HEREIN IS
RELEASED FROM CUSTODY TO APPEAR AS HEREIN DIRECTED.

~--------------=----.---- - - - - - - - - - - - fj •
l-'O;.;.;;.N..;.;.TH=E_ _;J
.;;.___:.
~ -----,"+h'r--~---'-20.;__,_;l_- .....·_
IN VIOLATION OF SECTION

SUBDIVISION

-."'r--_AT_ _ _M_
.

cA

OF THE

UPON YOUR FAILURE TO APPEAR AS HEREIN DIREC'rED, THE BAIL POSTED WILL
BE FORFEITED. ~

NOTICE: _UPON YOUR
A CRIMINAL SUMMONS OR A WARRANT FOR YOUR ARREST MAY BE ISSUED.
. FAILURE TO APPEAR AS ABOVE DIRECTED,
.
.
~

,

::,...

~
u
, AN OFFENSE,
~------ - - - - - - -- ----------....:...;..;;.;....;.;;.;....;.;.;.;;;.;;._
: ,. .
TO ANSWER A CHARGE OF

CJ~ ~l ~

9·U-Jft

~

SCOC-501

NEW YORK STATE COMMISSION OF CORRECTION
REPORTABLE INCIDENT FORM

NAME AND TITLE OF REPORTING PERSON : Lt. Jeffry R. Thoelen
DEPARTMENT: City of Middletown PD

PHONE NUMBER: (845) 343 - 3151

DATE CF INCIDENT: March 24, 2015

TIME: 8:15 PM

DATE REPORTED: March 24, 2015

TIME: 8:15 PM

LOCATION OF INCIDENT: City of Middletown Police Lockup -- Male Cell #1
PERSON(S) INVOLVED: Victor J. Sanchez
------------------------DATE OF BIRTH(S) :
BRIEF SUMMARY OF INCIDENT
The above defendant was placed under arrest by officers for disorderly conduct and placed in a department
holding cell at approximately 5:40 PM . Prior to being placed inside of a cell , a suicide screening was
performed by the arresting officer, and the defendant was not found to be exhibiting any signs of mental
health issues or other problems. He was intoxicated, however. Approximately an hour after being placed
into the cell , the defendant advised that he Fegulmly Feeeived nebulii:eF breathing treatment and requested
to be transported to the hospital because he did not feel well. EMS was requested and the defendant was
examined and not found to have any medical ailments. The defendant then refused medical attention and
requested to be placed back into the holding cell. Approximately an hour and a half later, after regular
inspections, the defendant was observed via the closed circuit camera system acting strangely. A physical
inspection found him seotee on the cell bench with his shirt tiee oFoune his neelc. He oevisee that he
wanted to kill himself because he was in pain and needed medication from his residence. At that time , the
defendant was removed from the cell and constant supervision was initiated. He was then transported to
the hospital where he was turned over to the behavioral health unit for a mental health evaluation. He was
released on his own recognizance for his charge .

DO NOT WRITE BELOW THIS LINE (FOR SCOC STAFF ONLY)
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Number of pages includiog cover page

L

NOT!Cf: 01 CONflDENTlALl1Y;

This message i~ intendtd for only the use of the ind.iz1 friual mtity to which it is addrt!sseci and may
contt1in h~fornw.iion that is prii1ileged, confidentiaL and exi:mpt _from discourse under applicable law. If
the reader ~f this ·message is not the intended recipient, yu11. a.re hereby notified that any dissemination;
distrib ution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this
communication in ei-ror, please notify us immediately by telephone and we will arrange for return of this
facsimile. Thank you.
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